Play summaries


A Midsummer Night’s Dream
· Hermia is being forced by Egeus, her father and Theseus, the king of Athens, to marry Demetrius against her will, so she flees to the forest with Lysander, her lover.

· Helena, who unrequitedly loves Demetrius, tells him this to gain his favour and he pursues them followed by Helena.

· Titania, Queen of the Fairies, refuses to give her Changeling Boy to Oberon, the King of the Fairies, so he sends Puck, his servant, to fetch a magic potion to make her fall in love with something vile.

· Oberon sees Demetrius trying to get rid of the besotted Helena and orders Puck to give the potion to Demetrius but Puck mistakenly fives it to Lysander who falls in love with Helena and deserts Hermia.

· Some craftsmen are in the wood rehearsing a play for Theseus and Hyppolyta’s (the queen of the Amazons) wedding, Puck transforms one of the players (Bottom) into a donkey which terrifies the others and they flee.

· Titania has been bewitched and wakes to see Bottom whom she falls in love with and seduces him with her fairies.

· Oberon discovers Pucks’ mistake with the fleeing lovers and, with Puck’s help, puts things back except that Demetrius now loves Helena.

· Oberon releases Titania from her spell and Bottom is returned to human form.

· The four lovers wake and return to Athens and the wedding of Theseus and Hyppolyta where the craftsmen perform their bad play

· Oberon and Titania are reconciled and go to bless the wedding of the mortals.

Antony & Cleopatra

· The Roman Empire is ruled by a triumvirate of Antony, Octavius Caesar and Lepidus but Antony (a married man) is criticised for spending his time in Egypt with the beautiful queen, Cleopatra. 

· To Cleopatra’s disapproval, Antony returns to Rome for his wife’s funeral where he is forced to marry Caesar’s sister, Octavia, in order to restore good feeling. 

· When Caesar threatens to renew hostilities against his co-rulers, Antony sends Octavia back to sue for peace, whilst he makes for Egypt. 

· Caesar, incensed, wages war on Antony. Antony ignores advice from his officer and friend Enobarbus not to fight the Romans at sea. 

· The battle of Actium is lost when Cleopatra leaves with her fleet, with Antony in hot pursuit. 

· Enobarbus deserts Antony for Caesar. But when Antony sends Enobarbus’ treasure to him, Enobarbus is consumed with grief and dies. 

· Antony accuses Cleopatra of betrayal and she locks herself in her monument, sending word that she is dead. 

· Antony asks his servant Eros to kill him. Eros kills himself instead. 

· Antony wounds himself grievously before hearing that Cleopatra is alive. He is carried to her monument and dies in her arms. 

· Cleopatra is put under guard by Caesar. To avoid being led in triumph by him, she has venomous snakes (asps) smuggled in in a basket of figs. She and her maids all die from their bites. 

As You Like It

· Duke Frederick has ousted his brother, Duke Senior, from power.

· Orlando, has challenged Charles the famous wrestler to a fight – Rosalind, daughter of the exiled Duke Senior, comes to watch the fight with her cousin Celia and she and Orlando fall in love.

· Duke Frederick finds Rosalind a threat and banishes her and she and Celia decide to run away to the forest of Arden where Rosalind’s father is in exile with his followers. They disguise themselves; Rosalind as a man called Ganymede and Celia as a country girl called Aliena and decide to take the court fool, Touchstone, with them.

· Meanwhile Adam, the old family servant, warns Orlando that his brother Oliver is out to kill him. He tells Orlando to escape and promises to go with him.

· Rosalind, Celia and Touchstone arrive in the forest, meet two locals; Silvius and Corin, and buy a home from them.

· Orlando and Adam are hungry and lost and come across Duke Senior and his followers in the forest. They eat together.

· Back at court, Duke Frederick discovers that Rosalind and Celia have fled and orders Oliver to find them.

· Orlando has been writing love poems about Rosalind and hanging them on trees. Rosalind, Celia and Touchstone find them.

· Touchstone falls in love with a local girl, Audrey. Silvius is in love with Phoebe who rejects him and falls in love with Rosalind/Ganymede who in turn rejects her and insults her.

· Rosalind in her disguise as a man offers to Orlando to cure him of his love through a series of games where she will ‘pretend’ to be his love. The first meeting goes well, he is late for the second and she reprimands him.

· Oliver has saved Orlando from a lion and the brothers are reconciled, he brings a napkin covered in blood as a token of his love to Rosalind who faints. Celia falls in love with Oliver.

· Ganymede tells Orlando she will bring Rosalind to marry him and at the ceremony reveals her true identity and is reunited with her father.

· All the lovers are to be married and news arrives that Duke Frederick has renounced his claim to power and become a monk.; Duke Senior is returned to authority. 

Hamlet

· On King Hamlet’s death, his brother Claudius succeeds to the Danish throne and marries King Hamlets wife, Gertrude.

· The old King’s grieving son, Prince Hamlet is told by his father‘s ghost that he was murdered by Claudius and exhorts him to revenge, to which Hamlet swears.

· Upon the departure of her brother Laertes to France, Ophelia, Hamlets sweetheart is forbidden by both her brother and her father Polonius, the King’s Counsellor, to have further dealings with Hamlet

· As Hamlet feigns madness to protect himself the King, Queen and Polonius manufacture and spy on a meeting between Hamlet and Ophelia to discover the source of this insanity.

· Hamlet abuses and rejects Ophelia.

· Hamlet restages the murder of his father and by doing so convinces himself of Claudius’s guilt.

· Hamlet accidentally kills Polonius and is banished to England by Claudius, who plots to have him murdered in transit.

· Ophelia, driven insane by the death of her father commits suicide.

· Laertes swears revenge on the returned Hamlet and he and Claudius conspire to poison him in a friendly duel.

· During the duel, Gertrude mistakenly drinks poison meant from Hamlet, Laertes cheats and both he and Claudius are killed by the dying Prince.

Henry V

· King Henry of England makes a legitimate claim to some disputed lands in France and is mocked by the French Herald on behalf of the Dauphin of France.

· Henry sends Exeter to the King of France with an ultimatum and when his terms are not satisfied he declares war with France.

· The French are so over confident that they do not send help to the town of Harfleur, which Henry easily captures.

· Henry had instructed his troops not to loot Harfleur and the only English soldier lost to the conflict is Bardolph who is hanged for stealing from a church.

· The French lords arrogantly mock the English and feel sure their own army will easily beat the tired, sick and much smaller English force.

· At night, King Henry walks among his soldiers as an equal and the next morning fills them with the courage to fight.

· During the battle some cowardly Frenchmen raid the English camp and kill the young boys.

· The battle is long, bloody and won by Henry.

· Henry returns to England to greet the crowds and then back to France to agree the peace terms.

· Terms are agreed which includes Henry being given Princess Katherine for a wife.

Julius Caesar

· On Julius Caesar’s triumphant return to Rome from defeating his rival in battle, a soothsayer warns him of an unknown danger ahead.

· Certain dissident nobles express dissatisfaction at the extent of Caesar’s power; they persuade an eminent Roman, Brutus, to join them in a plot to assassinate Caesar at the Capitol.

· Brutus’s wife, Portia, challenges his secretive behaviour,

· Caesar’s wife, Calphurnia, dreams of danger, but he ignores her fears and goes to the Capitol.

· The conspirators murder Caesar at the Capitol and make an entente with Anthony

· Brutus calms the people, but Anthony incites them against the conspirators and riots ensue.

· War is waged between the conspirators and Anthony and Ocavius, Caesar’s heir; Portia commits suicide

· The conspirators suffer internal squabbles, and defeat at the hands of Anthony and Octavius. Octaves asserts power over Anthony.

· Brutus and Cassius commit suicide rather than suffer the ignominity of defeat

· Anthony praises the noble intentions of Brutus.

King Lear

· Lear plans to split England between his daughters. Goneril and Regan pander. Cordelia remains silent. Lear, furious, banishes Cordelia and her supporter, Kent. 

· Lear is gradually driven mad by Goneril and Regan’s miserable treatment of him. 

· Edmund, Gloucester's bastard son, convinces his father that his other son, Edgar, is plotting to murder him. 

· Edgar flees, disguising himself as Poor Tom, and meets Kent (also in disguise), a Fool and Lear, on a lonely heath. Lear rages madly at a storm then takes shelter. 

· Gloucester brings them supplies but is betrayed by Edmund and punished. His eyes are put out by Lear’s daughters.

· Edgar (still disguised) leads his father to Dover where the French army, under Cordelia, have landed. A battle ensues, but the English, under Edmund, triumph. 

· Gloucester in reunited with the mad Lear, then dies in the arms of his good son, Edgar.

· Lear and Cordelia are captured and Edmund orders their death. A messenger informs Edmund that Goneril and Regan have killed themselves.

· Edgar appears and duels with his brother, killing him. 

· Lear enters, bearing Cordelia's body then collapses overcome with sorrow, and dies in front of Kent and Edgar.

The Taming of the Shrew

· A rich father Baptista will not allow his youngest daughter Bianca to marry either of her suitors, Gremio and Hortensio, until his eldest strong willed daughter Katherine has found a husband.

· One of the suitors –Hortensio –finds and old friend Petruchio who needs to marry for money.

· Petruchio meets Katherine and tries to woo her.

· Petruchio and Katherine’s father Baptista agree a generous dowry and the wedding day.

· Petruchio, late for the wedding, marries Katherine and takes her, unwilling, to his home in the country.

· Petruchio treats Katherine cruelly in order, he hopes, to ‘tame’ her.

· Katherine’s younger sister, Bianca, falls for a young student Lucentio instead of one of her older suitors.

· Hortensio, jilted, goes to Petruchio’s home to see if can learn from Petruchio how to teach a wife to behave.

· At a great wedding feast Hortensio marries a widow and Bianca marries Lucentio.

· At the wedding dinner Petruchio, Hortensio and Lucentio wage over which of their wives will obey them the most; Petruchio appears to have tamed Katherine, winning the bet.

Macbeth

· In the realm of King Duncan of Scotland two royal Thanes – Macbeth and Banquo - are returning from war when they meet three Witches who predict that Macbeth will become King and Banquo’s heirs will be Kings.

· Macbeth writes to his wife telling her of the prediction, which she takes to mean they must kill Duncan to fulfil the prophecy.

· Duncan and his train arrive at Macbeth’s Castle as Macbeth and Lady Macbeth wrangle over whether to kill him or not.

· Macbeth kills Duncan as he sleeps.

· The blame for the murder initially lies with Duncan’s sons, who flee in fear, leaving Macbeth to be crowned King.

· Macbeth has Banquo killed, then fearing he is being haunted, returns to the witches who reassure him with more predictions of his power.

· His friend Macduff flees to England to ask Duncan’s son – Malcolm – to return and fight Macbeth as Scotland is collapsing under his rule; Macbeth has Macduff’s wife and children killed for this disloyalty.

· Lady Macbeth dies.

· Macbeth comes under attack as the witches predictions are compounded one by one.

· Macbeth is slain by Macduff and Malcolm is crowned King. 

Measure for Measure
· Venice is out of control. Its ruler, Duke Vicentio, hands over power to the morally upright Angelo and pretends to leave for Poland. In reality the Duke, disguised as a friar, remains in Venice to see whether Angelo is successful.

· Over zealous Angelo instantly imposes the death sentence on Claudio for getting his girlfriend, Juliet, pregnant.
· Claudio’s sister, Isabella, a novice in a convent, is sent to Angelo to beg for mercy. Angelo offers to spare Claudio if she will sleep with him.

· Isabella refuses until the Duke, still in disguise, persuades her to agree to the deal  and to send (under cover of darkness) Angelo’s ex-girlfriend, Mariana, in her place.
· The so called “bed trick” takes place.

· To cover his tracks, Angelo orders Claudio’s execution.

· Claudio is only saved by a cunning plan to swap Claudio’s head for that of a robber who conveniently died that same morning.

· The Duke invites any of his subjects with a grievance to meet him outside the gate to the city. There Isabella exposes Angelo’s treachery.

· Angelo is forced to marry Mariana.

· The Duke proposes to Isabella.

Much Ado About Nothing

· Leonato, Governor of Messina, and his courtiers, await the return of Claudio, one of their young lords who returns from war a hero under the patronage of Don Pedro.

· We learn of the love / hate relationship between Beatrice and Benedick and of the love that Claudio feels for Leonatos’ daughter Hero.

· Don Pedros’ brother, Don John, and his two co-horts (Borachio and Conrade) conspire to cause mischief and come between Claudio and Hero.

· Don Pedro determines to get Benedick and Beatrice together whilst Don John determines to sabotage the wedding plans of Claudio and Hero.

· The two couples are set up; Benedick and Beatrice fall for each other and Claudio and Heros relatinship is destroyed - but there are witnesses to the subterfuge.

· Claudio refuses to marry Hero believing her to be unchaste – the Friar advises her to feign death. 

· Beatrice and Benedick confess their love for one another: Benedick says that because he loves Beatrice so much he will kill Claudio to restore her cousin Heros honour.

· Don John flees and Benedick challenges Claudio to a duel.

· Don Johns two men (Borachio and Conrade) are brought before Don Pedro and they confess to their deceit: Claudio and Don Pedro agree to rectify their error.

· Claudio unwittingly marries Hero and Benedick and Beatrice marry.

Othello

· Othello, a moor in the Venetian army appoints Cassio as his lieutenant preferring him over his Ancient – Iago. Othello secretly marries Brabantio’s daughter Desdemona.

· Iago and Desdemona’s would-be suitor, Roderigo, inform Brabantio of the marriage.

· Before the Duke of Venice Brabantio confronts Othello accusing him of witchcraft, Othello and Desdemona declare their mutual love. Othello is sent to Cyprus to combat the Turkish army. He commands Iago, his wife Emilia and Desdemona safely to Cyprus. Iago incites Roderigo to follow them.

· A storm destroys the Turkish fleet before the Venetians land safely in Cyprus. Iago persuades Roderigo to attack Cassio.

· As Iago gets Cassio drunk, Roderigo taunts him and Cassio becomes violent. Othello strips Cassio of his office.

· Iago corrupts Othello’s mind against his wife.

· A lost handkerchief becomes evidence; Othello and Iago plan the murders of Cassio and Desdemona.

· Lodovico, a relative of Brabantio, arrives with news from Venice. Othello strikes Desdemona in public.

· Iago has persuaded Roderigo to kill Cassio, whom he wounds. Iago kills Roderigo.

· Othello murders Desdemona.

· Iago’s plot is revealed by Emilia and he is arrested, Othello commits suicide.

Richard III

· After a civil war, Edward is crowned, his brother Clarence is imprisoned and his other brother Richard plots his way to power and woos the widow of the Prince of Wales.

· The ailing king’s two sons now fall under the protectorate of Richard

· Clarence is murdered on Richard’s orders. The king dies.

· Richard begins to despatch of his fellow conspirators beginning with Hastings.

· Richard is crowned King, his wife, his sister-in-law and his mother lament.

· The insecure king arranges the murder of his two nephews, much to the consternation of his right-hand man Buckingham, meanwhile arranging to have his wife despatched so he can marry Elizabeth, his young niece, in order to secure his crown.

· Buckingham realises he will not achieve his ambition with such a treacherous leader and so defects to Richmond of Wales whose armies now amass against King Richard.

· Richard is cursed by his mother and by the ghosts of those he has killed on the eve of battle.

· Richard, now abandoned, is slain by Richmond who becomes king.

Romeo and Juliet

· Two feuding families brawl in public and incur the wrath of their city’s ruler.

· Romeo Montague crashes a Capulet party for a glimpse of Rosalind, and meets Juliet Capulet.

· Tybalt recognises Romeo at the party, and plans to challenge him.

· Romeo returns to visit Juliet after the party and the couple marry in secret, despite their  feuding families.

· Tybalt quarrels with Mercutio and kills him – in response, Romeo kills Tybalt, and is banished from Verona.

· Juliet’s father arranges her marriage to Paris, so she and Friar Lawrence plot her escape.

· Juliet drinks the powerful sleeping potion, which makes her appear dead,  but the truth of the plot fails to reach Romeo.

· Believing Juliet to be dead, Romeo returns to kill himself at her graveside.

· Juliet wakes to discover Romeo dead at her side, so she uses his dagger to kill herself.

· The Capulets and Montagues are reconciled in mutual grief.

The Comedy of Errors

· Whilst searching for his long lost twin brother, Antipholus of Syracuse arrives in Ephesus with Dromio of Syracuse. 
· After encountering Dromio of Ephesus and then Adriana and Luciana, Antipholus and Dromio of Syracuse are persuaded to accompany the ladies to The Phoenix, Antipholus of Ephesus’ residence. 
· Antipholus of Ephesus arrives home to find himself locked out. Indignant, he sends Angelo to fetch a chain he’s had commissioned for Adriana. Meanwhile, he meets with a courtesan, promises her the gold chain and she gives him a ring in exchange.
· Angelo gives the gold chain to Antipholus of Syracuse, mistaking him for his twin, Antipholus of Ephesus.

· A Foreign Merchant demands that Angelo repays him the money owed or he will have him arrested. This sum of money is the same amount Antipholus of Ephesus owes Angelo for the chain. 

· They bump into Antipholus of Ephesus. He denies receiving the chain, and Angelo has him arrested.
· Antipholus of Syracuse, wearing the chain, meets the courtesan. She asks for the chain. He refuses to give it to her, drawing his sword. She decides to tell Adriana that her husband is mad. 

· With Adriana’s backing, Dr Pinch, a schoolmaster with a reputation for knowing how to deal with madmen, has Antipholus and Dromio of Ephesus bound and taken home to The Phoenix.
· Angelo and the Foreign Merchant meet Antipholus of Syracuse. He’s wearing the gold chain so they accuse him of lying. Swords are drawn and Antipholus and Dromio of Syracuse flee to a priory.  

· The Duke arrives on the scene, followed by the recently escaped Antipholus and Dromio of Ephesus. The Abbess emerges from the priory with Antipholus and Dromio of Syracuse. The two sets of twins are reunited.  
The Eternal Not

By Luncinda Coxon – Inspired by All’s Well That Ends Well

Notes can be found with the script

The Merchant Of Venice

· In Venice Bassanio plans with his friend Antonio to raise money to become a suitor to Portia in Belmont.

· In Belmont, Portia and Nerissa review the caskets of Gold, Silver and Lead where her dead father has left a portrait of her as a guessing game for suitors

· Bassanio makes a deal to borrow money from Shylock and Antonio is the guarantor – if he fails to pay up he must forfeit a pound of his own flesh.

· In Belmont, the Prince of Morocco chooses the wrong casket.

· Bassanio plans to travel to Belmont with his friend Gratiano and Launcelot who deserts Shylock to serve Bassanio.

· Jessica, Shylock’s daughter, steals her father’s money and escapes with her lover Lorenzo.

· The Prince of Aragon chooses the wrong casket.

· Shylock hearing of his daughter’s escape with his money, takes comfort in the thought of calling up his debt of flesh from Antonio whose fortune has been lost at sea.

· In Belmont, Bassanio chooses the right casket and Nerissa falls in love with Gratiano. The women give their lovers rings and just as everyone is celebrating, news arrives of Antonio’s predicament.

· In a court of law in Venice, Shylock demands that the Duke enforce his bond for a pound of Antonio’s flesh. Portia, disguised as a legal expert with Nerissa disguised as her clerk, makes the case for mercy which Shylock rejects and then finally tricks him with the detail of the law. The Duke passes sentence that Shylock’s bond is equal to plotting murder and that he will pay the death penalty unless he agrees to Antonio’s conditions that he give half his fortune to his daughter and be converted to a Christian. Bassiano and Gratiano thank the legal experts by giving them the rings they have been given.

· Back in Belmont and no longer disguised, Portia and Nerissa demand to see their rings and then reveal their story as they hand back the rings. All the lovers are happy as news arrives that Antonio’s fortune is not lost at sea after all.

`

The Tempest

· With the help of his servant spirit Ariel, the usurped Duke of Milan (Prospero) conjures a storm to shipwreck his usurpers onto his desert island

· Prospero explains to his daughter (Miranda) how his brother Antonio usurped him and a faithful Lord Gonzalo helped them escape to the island 12 years ago.

· Miranda sees the shipwrecked son of King Alonso – Ferdinand- and they fall in love, but Prospero pretends not to trust him and takes him captive.

· Antonio persuades the brother of Alonso (Sebastian) to kill Alonso, but Ariel wakes Alonso just before they attack.

· Caliban, an islander enslaved by Prospero, meets a drunken butler (Stephano) and a jester (Trinculo) also shipwrecked, thinking them gods he swears allegiance to them and persuades them to usurp and kill Prospero.

· Ariel entrances Caliban, Stephano and Trinculo and leads them over the island.

· Ariel tricks the nobles by tempting them with the magical image of a banquet which then transforms in to a terrifying image of Ariel as a Harpy who reminds them of their sins to Prospero and they wander off separately, disturbed under Ariel’s spell.

· Prospero approves of Ferdinand’s and Miranda’s alliance and celebrates marriage and chastity with a spirit-masque of the gods Iris, Ceres and Juno.

· Prospero interrupts the masque to attend to Caliban’s plot on his life and, with Ariel, sets up a trap of fine clothes that distracts them, enabling Prospero and Ariel to attack and chase them away with magic.

· Ariel brings everyone to meet Prospero, who forgives his usurpers whilst demanding his dukedom back, he reveals the lovers and plans for them all to journey back to Milan in the safely harboured ships.

Twelfth Night

· Viola has arrived by shipwreck to Illyria and disguises herself as a man, Cesario, in order to work for Duke Orsino.

· Illyria is the home to Duke Orsino who is in love with Countess Olivia, he engages Cesario to woo Olivia for him but Olivia falls in love with Viola/Cesario.

· Sir Toby Belch (Olivia’s kinsman), Sir Andrew Aguecheek (who wishes to woo Olivia) and Maria (Olivia’s gentle-woman) all conspire to play a trick on Olivia’s haughty Steward Malvolio.

· Malovolio falls for the trick and appears to Olivia dressed in yellow stockings and cross gartered, declaring his love for her, but she rejects him and he is humiliated.

· Viola’s twin brother, Sebastian, assumed dead, arrives in Illyria with Antonio, a man who vows to serve him.

· Sir Toby persuades Sir Andrew to a duel with Cesario out of jealously for Olivia, Antonio rescues Cesario, thinking he is Sebastian, Antonio is suddenly arrested for past offences and asks Cesario/Viola for help, but she does not know who he is.

· Sebastian gets involved in fighting with Sir Toby and Sir Andrew, but Olivia arrives, stops the fight and asks “Cesario” for his hand in marriage – a bemused Sebastian accepts.

· Viola/Cesario and the Duke are confronted with Antonio and Viola denies knowing him again, Olivia arrives and declares she and Cesario are married, to their confusion.

· Sir Andrew and Sir Toby arrive having been beaten by Sebastian.

· Sebastian arrives, the brother and sister are reunited and the confusion resolved, Orsino asks Viola to marry him and Olivia and Sebastian are content.

· Malvolio arrives to show Olivia the letter by which he was tricked and swears revenge as he leaves in shame.

The Winter’s Tale

· Leontes, King of Sicilia, is wrongly convinced that Hermione, his wife and Polixenes, King of Bohemia are lovers, so he orders Camillo, a Lord to poison Polixenes.

· Camillo warns Polixenes of the King’s intention and they flee, Leontes imprisons the pregnant Hermione despite the protests of Antigonus, a Lord.

· Hermione gives birth in prison and Paulina, Antigonus’ wife brings the baby to the King who wants it killed but is persuaded that Antigonus can desert the child in a remote place away from Sicilia.

· The Oracle of Apollo states that Hermione is innocent and that if the baby is not found the King will die heirless, but the King does not believe it and his son dies, followed by the Queen despite Leontes’ repentance.

· After being left by Antigonus, the baby (named Perdita) is found by a shepherd and his son; the latter also sees Antigonus’ boat shipwrecked and Antigonus killed by a bear.

· Sixteen years later Perdita (who has been raised by the shepherd) and Florizel, the son of Polixenes, have fallen in love but Polixenes discovering this disapproves and the lovers decide (on Camillo’s advice) to flee to Sicilia.

· Camillo and Polixenes persue Perdita and Florizel and they in turn are followed by the shepherd who wants to explain that Perdita is not really his daughter to save himself from Polixenes’ wrath.

· When everyone arrives at the court of Leontes, the secret of Perdita’s birth is revealed and she is reunited with Leontes who begs forgiveness of Polixenes and Camillo.

· Leontes and the others go to see a statue of Hermione, but the statue is Hermione who has preserved herself, with Paulina’s help, in the hope that Perdita may return, she is reunited with Leontes and Perdita.

· Leontes refuses to let Paulina lament for Antigonus and insists that she marry Camillo.
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