Festival Evaluation 2006-2007 

The Shakespeare Schools Festival was piloted in Pembrokeshire in 2000 with 8 schools, each performing a 30 minute abridged play using the BBC/S4C animated Shakespeare scripts. In 2007, over 1000 schools performed in 107 theatres from the Shetlands to the Channel Islands making it the largest youth drama festival in the UK, possibly in the world

Diversity & inclusion
The inclusion and integration of diverse schools and pupils in the project has been a central part of our growth, development and aims:

· In 2007 14% of schools participating in the Festival were inclusion schools. These are schools and students in deprived areas and from disadvantaged backgrounds where over 30% of students are on free school meals (poverty indicator, DfES).

· 11% of schools in England are inclusion schools. 

· 13% of the Festival participants were from an ethnic minority background. As ethnic diversity in England is only 9%, SSF achieved a higher representation amongst its participants and a 4% rise since the 2003 -2005 Festival. 

· 63 special schools from across the country participated - a 30% increase from previous Festival years. 1,857 students with special needs took part in the Festival, accounting for 15% of all Festival participants 

· 39% (4097) were boys and 61% (6405) were girls, a 3% rise in the number of boys participating in the Festival from previous years. 

Student personal learning & professional development
· 87% of students responded that the Festival was fun.

· 66% of students felt that the Festival had given them confidence.

· 44% of students felt that they had worked hard for something that was worth the effort. 

· 52% said that they specifically enjoyed working as a team. 

· 54% commented that the Festival helped them to make new friends. 

Curriculum integration & Arts practice 

· Years 10 & 11 made up the largest age group (49%) of participants – suggesting that Drama & English teachers see the Festival as a useful resource at GCSE. 

· 36% (325) of schools chose to perform one of the following: The Tempest, Much Ado About Nothing or Richard III, the 3 allocated SATs text in 2007 

· 27% of participants (increase of 6% from previous years) were from Year 9. Teachers used participation in the Festival as an aid to furthering understanding of the SATs text 

· 96% of teachers said the Festival enhanced their pupils’ understanding of their play 

· 94% of teachers felt that the Festival had positively enhanced drama in their school. 

· 36% of Specialist Arts Colleges in England participated.

Teacher Professional Development Days 

· 66% (582) were Drama teachers and 20% (126) were English teachers. 

· 83% of teachers found the skills and exercises from the directors workshop transferable to other classes. 

· 65% felt the workshop gave them an excellent way of defining character and story. 

· 76% responded that they had gained confidence in directing skills and style 

· 72% felt that the workshop provided the most opportunity to encourage student ownership.

