Cameron, Year 10, Theatre Technical Manager (Bristol).  With the experience gained during SSF 2009 designing lighting and sound for King Lear with the teacher director, and then assisting the professional technicians at The Tobacco Factory during the public performance, Cameron is now building a team of technicians in school. “It’s something I really enjoy, so to get the opportunity [in SSF] was really cool…” According to his teacher, “Cameron has done incredibly well and will probably do the technical side of the show all by himself next time”.
Carolyn, Year 9, played Desdemona (London). “At the beginning I thought this play was going to be rubbish, but I would recommend SSF 150%. Before I done Othello I used to speak a lot of slang and everything…   because the words are slightly different and sound so posh it makes every vowel, every word, every letter matter. Say if you were saying ‘dictionary’ you would pronounce every letter. My diction got better and my confidence grew. In English I am studying Macbeth and now I’ve got an advantage. When the teacher says ‘what does this mean?’ it is easy because now I have been in that position before. 
Luke, Year 9, played King Lear (Bristol).   “You really need to convey to the audience what is happening not just say the words. That was the biggest thing. From now on if I look at a piece of Shakespeare text, I have the tools to work out what it means so I can think ‘oh that’s just a fancy word for…’ [SSF’s] definitely made me more open. Now if I do something that is out of my comfort zone I think ‘oh it’s ok, I’ve done this before and I know I can do it again.’ That is a really good thing to feel. 

Yusuf, Year 9, played Cassio (Birmingham).  Drama is not taught in school and Yusuf had never acted before volunteering for an SSF production of Othello for which he won a Drama Award. His English teacher and SSF director explains: Yusuf’s performance was “so inventive and un-inhibited… the portrayal of a louche character is quite something for someone who’s never done any acting…Yusuf has chosen Measure for Measure for SSF 2010. He read the whole script, not the abridged version. It’s very challenging I’ve only ever taught it to A-level or degree classes I never thought I’d teach it to year 10.” 

Jennifer, Year 11, Winning Marketing Student (Hemel Hempstead). For the marketing of The Tempest, Jennifer designed a poster, gave a power-point presentation in assembly, contacted the local radio station, and persuaded The Globe to offer a family ticket to the student who sold the largest number of tickets. She won a day’s work experience at PR company, Blue Rubicon, who said “the quality of work she produced was highly impressive given her age”.  Jennifer feels certain that she can use skills she learnt from SSF when she’s a Marine Biologist, such as “organisation, teamwork… being independent… and talking in public.”       
